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(refer to your 
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recycling method!)
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South San Francisco

Where 
Batteries 
Go
Recycling batteries is easy in San Mateo County! Simply 
collect, tape, zip and place (see below for directions). But 
which curbside cart do your batteries go on top of? Use 
the map to find which hauler services your area and which 
receptacle you should place your bagged batteries on top of 
for collection and disposal.

How to recycle your batteries
1. Collect

Put all of your household batteries 
that you are done using in a clear 
plastic zip-top bag.

2. Tape it up!

Properly tape the terminals and 
contacts on your lithium-ion and 
9-volt batteries so they do not spark 
(see instructions to the right).

3. zip 4. Place

Seal the clear plastic zip-top bag 
when it is at least halfway full and 
ready for collection.

Check the map above to see which 
cart you should put your bag of 
batteries on top of, according to 
which hauler services your area.

Follow these four easy steps to make sure that all your household batteries 
are recycled safely, and do your part to protect San Mateo County! Got Lithium Batteries? Tape Them up! Before placing your lithium-ion batteries in a clear plastic zip-top bag, 

make sure to follow these steps to reduce the risk of explosion or fire:

1. Identify 2. Prepare 3. Tape 4. zip

Retrieve all the lithium-ion and 
9-volt batteries from where 
your batteries have been safely 
collected.

Use clear tape to tape up your 
batteries, like the kind you use at 
home or to pack boxes. 

Make sure to cover the positive and 
negative terminals on the lithium-
ion and 9-volt batteries with tape.

Place all your batteries in a clear 
plastic zip-top bag and seal it. Now 
you’re ready to place the bag on top 
of the correct curbside cart (see 
above) for collection!

*Includes RethinkWaste service area

Republic Services 
of Daly City 
Put bagged batteries on top  
of the gray garbage cart.

Recology of the Coast
Put bagged batteries on top  
of the blue recycling cart.

Recology San Bruno
Put bagged batteries on top of 

the gray garbage cart.

Recology  
*San Mateo County
Put bagged batteries on top  
of the black garbage cart.

GreenWaste
Put bagged batteries on top of the 

brown recycling cart.

green waste

Take ‘Em Back

Map of San Mateo County
South San Francisco 

Scavenger
Put bagged batteries on top  

of the gray garbage cart.

Want your batteries out of the 
house sooner? Drop off your 
unwanted batteries at a local 
take back location! 
There are over  

70+ locations
in San Mateo County to drop 
off batteries while you’re 
already out and about. Visit 
Recyclestuff.org to find the 
closest one to you.

For residents who live in a 
multi-family unit and don’t 
have curbside collection, ask 
your property manager to ask 
your area’s hauler 
for an orange 
battery bucket! 
All household 
batteries can 
be put into 
this bucket for 
collection in a 
common area onsite.

THE BATTERY 
BUCKET

Republic Services 
of half moon bay 
Put bagged batteries on top  
of the gray garbage cart.


